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THE TOWN OF MOUNT AIRY, MARYLAND
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-11

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II
OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF MOUNT AIRY
ENTITLED “GENERAL LEGISLATION,”
CHAPTER 112 ENTITLED “ZONING,”
BY AMENDING ARTICLE Il ENTITLED “GENERAL REGULATIONS?”,
SECTION 112-11 ENTITLED “SIGNS”

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the Town
of Mount Airy to amend Part IT of the Town Code, Chapter 112, Article I, Section 112-11 in
order to update provisions governing permanent and temporary signs that are permitted on
private property in the Town of Mount Airy, and in order to comply with Reed v. Town of
Gilbert, 135 S. Ct. 2218 (2015) by setting content neutral restrictions on the placement, design
and size of signs; and

WHEREAS, the Town enacts this signs ordinance in order to promote the aesthetic and
environmental values of the Town within its limits, in order to avoid sign “clutter”, in order to
protect public investment in, and the character and dignity of, public buildings, streets and open
spaces within Town limits, and in order to promote the safety and welfare of its residents by
reducing hazards for pedestrians and motorists on or near roads within the Town by reducing
potential for distraction or impairment of sight lines, thereby potentially reducing the time, effort
and cost of emergency response by the Town’s police and volunteer fire departments; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 112-67, the Town Planning Commission approved
recommendation of this proposed ordinance at its June 19, 2019 and July 29, 2019 meetings, the
Town Planning Commission havin g drafted this ordinance and recommended its passage to the
Town Council; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 112-66, the Town Council held a public hearing and
received public comment on this ordinance on October 7, 2019, before its enactment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF MOUNT AIRY:
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Section 1. That the Code of the Town of Mount Airy is hereby amended to repeal and

reenact with amendments Part II, Chapter 112, Article IL, Section 112-11 of the Code as follows:

§112-11. Signs.

ABANDONED OR DILAPIDATED SIGNS — Any sign which has been expressly

abandoned by its owner. is out of date on its face and/or is in poor condition (g.g.
faded or missing lettering. has fallen down, become unattached or been significantly

leaning without correction for two or more months, has had its messace obscured by

vegetation. is substantially damaged and/or is otherwise not in condition to be seen in the

normal course),

BUILDING UNIT - A building unit is equivalent {o the tenant space,

LOMMERICAL SIGN - Any sign that advertises or Conveys a message about a for
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profit or not for profit commercial activity,
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HANDWRITTEN SIGN — A sien the content of which is in whole or in part hand
written in ink as opposed to typed or printed. Handwritten siens shall not include signs
containing printed font that resembles handwriting,

LIGHTED BOX SIGNS - A sien with a lighting device behind written text or

messaging on an opaque or fransparent surface designed to illuminate from behind the
text or messaging,

MAROQUIS SIGN - A structure placed over the entrance to g hotel. theatre. casino. train

station. or similar building. often havine a sign or Reader Board stating either the name
of the establishment or. in the case of theatres, the play or movie and the artisi(s)

appearing at that venue.

reet clagsi on is the same. . frontage . th ctiona
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dil 1Ton dil DC USC
en face ar c ary frontage shall be considered the porti &l
€ containing the primary public entrance to the building or building units

READER BOARDS — A tvpe of sign that permits different messages to be displaved at
any one time by means in interchangeable lettering or numbering.

include Portable Signs, C. Signs, general provisions.

(2)  Allsigns on and in front of the building shall be immobile, nonflashing,
and in no way resemble traffic signals or other waming devices. They may
be lighted indirectly or from within. Illuminated signs shall be so
constructed as to avoid glare or reflection on any portion of an adjacent
highway or residential building,

(3)  All freestanding signs shall be subject to 1/2 the setback requirements for
the district in which located and shall be 50 located and shall be so placed
as to allow clear and ample visual sight lines for driveways leading into a
street and at intersecting streets and al leys.

(4)  Inno case shall any sign attached to a building project more than three feet
above the roof line.
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A freestanding sign shall not exceed 25 feet in height above the average
grade of the road on which it faces.

The area of a billboard-or-other sign shall be the product of its greatest
horizontal and vertical dimensions measured over its entire face including
background and borders, but excluding supports; provided that where a
sign consists only of lettered, figured, pictorial matter, device or
representation applied directly to the surface of a building, without special
background or border, then its area shall be determined by measuring the
overall length and height of the lettering or other matter.

A V-shaped sign shall be considered as one sign, so long as the interior
angle does not exceed 30°. Such sign shall not be located within 200 feet
of a principal building on an adjoining lot.

he

{k) Lighted Box Signs
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£8(1)__ Signs attached to utility poles or strect signposts, unless otherwise
permitted herein or authorized by the Town.
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off premises real estate siens described in Subsection N(1)(b) below do

not rquire approval by the Zoning Administrator,
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g event, activity, service, product or sale o
limited duration js to Dlace not to exceed 50 square feet. except that
teal estate signs advertising the sale of the pro crty and off premises real
estate signs described in Subsection N(1)(b) below do not rquire approyal

by the Zoning Administrator,

{15)  Any sign allowed on private property in the Downtown Zone or the
Historie District must follow the desi standards for Business Signs as
printed in the 2010 copy of Desien Guidelines: Rehabilitation of Historic

Properties in Town of Mount Airy, Maryland, or any successor version

thereof and as amended from time to time.
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Banner signs which are solely erected by a Mount Ajry based youth

athletic association for the sole purpose of informing the public of an

upcoming sports team registration event ma be placed up to 45 days

prior to the beginning of the registration event and must be taken down no
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later than 7 days after the conclusion of the event. Sign text and graphics

are to be pre-printed on weather resistant material, the size of which shall

not exceed 3 feet x § feet,

1

3 aximum of fou (4) signs per road frontage sha | be permitted.

(4) Feather Flags cannot be on display any sooner than 2 hours after the
business opens and must be taken down no later than 30 minutes prior to
closing.

{5) Within any given calendar week. Feather Flags cannot be on display for
more than 5 of those days.
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completed, whichever shall first occur;
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BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE AUTHORITY AFORESAID, that
this Ordinance shall take effect on the 24th day of November, 2019,

Introduced on August 5, 2019 and reintroduced on October 7, 2019.

Enacted this 4th day of November, 2019 by a vote of in favor and opposed.
ATTEST:
Jason Poirier, Secretary Larry Hushour,

President of the Town Council
Approved this 4th day of November, 2019.
ATTEST:

Jason Poirier, Secretary Patrick T. Rockinberg,
Mayor

REVIEWED AND APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM AND SUFFICIENCY.
This 4% day of November, 2019,

Thomas V. McCarron, Town Attorney

B2220670.DOC
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